
One donation will make a world of difference.

For the patient. For the physician. For pain practice.
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WIP Foundation’s mission is to enhance  
world population health and function through  

education and research in the field of pain medicine. 

Our Mission Board of Trustees

The WIP Foundation will facilitate the teaching of pain management throughout the world, with special 
emphasis on least developed countries, and developing and emerging countries. 

The WIP Foundation aims to encourage qualified individuals of diverse backgrounds to pursue careers in 
all aspects of the field of pain medicine for the benefit of society. 

The WIP Foundation aims to supplement the efforts of WIP as a global catalyst for the advancement of 
appropriate and available pain management, especially in developing countries. 

The WIP Foundation will create more local training and examination-based certification programs for pain 
physicians in their areas of expertise and skill. 

The WIP Foundation will develop an epidemiological database on global incidences of pain and its disorders. 

The WIP Foundation will facilitate global research and promote new innovations for chronic complex pain, 
including cancer, and persevere to advance the universal recognition of pain as a specialty and interventional 
pain practice as a subspecialty. 

First Official WIP Foundation Meeting, August 2010: Budapest, Hungary 
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Our Vision

“When WIP was conceived in 1993 for the purpose 
of alleviating disparate standards of pain practice, 
the Founders believed that the disparities could be 
remedied by developing physician training programs 
and practical workshops.” 

Prithvi Raj, WIP Founder and Past President 
Chairman of the WIP Foundation 

“The World Institute of Pain Foundation represents 
a meaningful and tangible way for a nonprofit 
organization such as WIP to realize its mission to 
further the global initiatives of pain education, 
patient care and awareness, and support cutting-
edge research. I am extremely proud to be a part  
of this foundation and its efforts.”

Richard Rauck, WIP Treasurer
WIP Foundation Trustee 

“The WIP Foundation is dedicated to the creation of projects 
that will enable scholarships to be provided to eligible pain 
physicians for training and certification; also to develop 
protocols for global, clinical and basic science research in  
pain medicine. The steps we take to create a strong foundation 
today, will help us to promote growth and integrity of pain 
medicine in the future.”

Serdar Erdine, WIP Founder and President
Chief Executive Officer of the WIP Foundation

“The World Institute of Pain, and the World Institute of Pain 
Foundation will work side by side. The primary goal of WIP  
is the education, the training and the certification of pain 
physicians. The Foundation will assist the World Institute of 
Pain in helping to promote of thse activities to patients and  
to pain physicians all over the world.”

Ricardo Ruiz-López, WIP Founder and President-Elect 
WIP Liaison of the WIP Foundation

“The WIP Foundation is needed to support the 
activities of the WIP. In these times of economic 
trouble, the disparities between those countries that 
are economically less developed and those that 
have more resources, are widened. The Foundation 
will provide opportunities for all physicians and 
their patients to benefit from improved training and 
expertise in the area of pain medicine.”

Craig Hartick, Editor-in-Chief, Pain Practice
Secretary of the WIP Foundation



Since 1993, the World Institute of Pain (WIP) has helped to educate, train, and provide a global
forum for the efforts of thousands of pain physicians throughout the world who dedicate
themselves to the worldwide phenomenon of acute and chronic pain syndromes. 

WIP has held five successful World Congresses in Eilat (Israel), Istanbul (Turkey), Barcelona  
(Spain), Budapest (Hungary), and most recently in 2009 in New York (USA) with over 2,400 
delegates from 76 countries. In 2011, Seoul, the center of Korean civilization and a breathtaking 
city of infinite discoveries, is the venue for the WIP 6th World Congress. WIP’s combined focus  
on participant-friendly, yet, intense educational activities, together with “hands-on” courses,  
has led to the development of novel interventional techniques for the management of pain. WIP 
World Congresses foster consensus building among pain experts on the effectiveness of existing 
techniques and on avenues for further improvements in therapeutic performances. Participants 
have the opportunity to hear and meet leading lecturers in the field of pain medicine and share 
their own experiences as clinicians, educators, and researchers. In addition to sponsoring World 
Congresses, WIP organizes regional and international symposia, and practical workshops in  
pain medicine.  

In 2001, WIP introduced the Fellow of Interventional Pain Practice (FIPP) physician certification 
program and began publishing a professional journal, Pain Practice (PAPR). Since its inception,  
the FIPP program has certified over 630 physicians representing 38 countries in six continents. 
PAPR’s total readership exceeds 10,000 annually, with online downloads in excess of 260,000. 
Greater than 75% of the manuscripts submitted for publication are original research; 55% of  
which are from physician authors outside the USA. WIP provides up-to-date information and 
continuing education for all the WIP member physician through the Pain Practice Journal, WIP 
website, and quarterly newsletters.

For every need fulfilled by WIP for the global advancement and standardization of clinical and
didactic performance in pain medicine, there is an ever-present and increasing awareness that  
to reach more populations we must expand the scope and reach of our efforts by engaging 
broader participation and support for our mission.

Our Philosophy
Practice. Research. Training. 

About WIP

We believe that it is the patient’s right to expect doctors to achieve excellence in physician education, 
training, practice, and research in pain medicine. Our empathy for the pain patient, coupled with 
the resolve to alleviate disparate standards of pain practice, will promote competency by physicians 
around the world. 

The WIP Foundation encourages and organizes equality in opportunity for scholarly exchange 
of knowledge, education, and science in pain medicine. Through collaboration, the Foundation 
strengthens the dialogue via consortium to promote the specialty of pain medicine.

Together, we can create global opportunities for greater collaboration among pain physicians 
that will prevail in spite of economic oppression and other barriers that restrict access by some 
physicians to state-of-the-art clinical and scholarly advancements in pain medicine. 

    For the patient. 

     For the physician. 

      For pain practice.



Suffering from pain has reached epidemiological proportions globally, which will increase in numbers,  
exponentially, in the future. In fact, most diseases cause pain and two-thirds of those will cause moderate 
to severe pain if not treated adequately. Even though great advances have been occurring in pain 
management in the last half century, its benefits are only available to one-fourth of the world’s population. 

Pain Management Standards in Developed Countries Versus
Least Developed/Emerging Countries

Recognition of pain as a specialty is rare. In addition, the basic research which helps the pain patient  
is not communicated to pain physicians at large, especially in emerging and developing countries.

World Institute of Pain Foundation is focused on alleviating these disparities between patient care  
and training of pain physicians. The intent is to bring up-to-date knowledge of pain management to  
all communities in the world.

Effectively, the WIP Foundation aims to provide support for physicians, and to support cutting edge 
research globally. By understanding different cultures, the impact of economic conditions, and the growth 
of the aging communities, WIP Foundation intends to implement successful solutions for these challenges.

By partnering with the WIP Foundation, your support will help pain patients globally to receive the 
best patient care in pain management by their own local physicians. As the cost of chronic pain 
reaches dramatic levels, patients and their families must be provided the best care possible,  
wherever they live.

Your support will help pain practitioners who are advancing their education by establishing an 
international scholarship fund. In addition, WIP Foundation will provide grants for assistance to 
eligible candidates to visit and learn at recognized WIP Pain Centers of Excellence throughout  
the world.

Your support will pay for physician education, training and 
certification to World Institute of Pain World Congresses, 
symposia, and practical workshops internationally, 
including the  Fellow of Interventional Pain Practice 
(FIPP) physician certification program. 

Your support will help to advance the science of pain 
medicine by collaborating globally on integrated basic
science and clinical practice research in pain management. 
This includes the development of pain management 
guidelines, protocols, and techniques.

Your support as a patron or a donor will travel a long way to help the Foundation achieve its mission. 

Pain Management is a serious challenge. Your support is requested. 

31% of registered participants of 
the WIP 2009 World Congress required 
financial assistance, all from emerging 
and developing countries. 

High Standard > 1 Billion          Medium to Low Standard > 5 Billion



A world of difference –  
how far does your donation travel?

For the Patient.

For Pain Practice.

$145 (USD) will pay for a one-year membership in WIP 
for a pain physician who practices in an under-developed,  
or developing and emerging country; and includes a  
subscription to the Pain Practice Journal, WIP newsletter,  
and inclusion in an international network of pain specialists.

$1,500 (USD) will provide financial assistance for a 
physician who would otherwise be unable to attend a  
world congress, symposium, or workshop.

$2,500 (USD) will sponsor a candidate for FIPP certification.

$10,000 (USD) will support the initial costs of developing 
an epidemiological database based on WIP-sponsored research 
and outcomes.

WIP Events Global Reach

In 2009, more than 3,660 physicians from 93 countries participated in WIP-sponsored educational activities.
Of these 93 countries, 50 were emerging and developing, or least developed countries.

Pain medicine education for 
physicians is the right of every 
physician worldwide who 
specializes in the diagnosis and 
treatment of pain syndromes, and 
symptom reduction is the universal 
right of every patient who suffers 
from acute or chronic pain. 

“At the worst point in my life when I felt like it would be 
easier to die, I was given hope and encouragement that 
one day I would get better. That day has finally come. 
Today I am completely pain free...”

Sonja Rice 
Patient of Dr. Gabor Racz, MD, FIPP
Georgia, USA

“Thank you and your faculty, I think Daradia Pain Clinic is 
the proper place to learn and practice interventional pain. 
...this course has improved my practical skills & patient 
exam very well. Thank you all for your kindness, hospitality 
and knowledge.”

Dr. Nafez Shelbayeh, MD
Amman, Jordan
Course Participant @ Daradia:  The Pain Clinic, Kolkata, India

For the Physician.

“What the (FIPP) exam did, was it makes you think about 
the procedure that you perform... about safety of the 
procedure, and more about what you are actually doing to 
the patient and how you can improve your own technique 
and make it more safe.”

Dr. Pascal Vanelderen, MD, FIPP
Genk, Belgium
FIPP Class of 2006



WIP Foundation   •   145 Kimel Park Drive   •   Suite 310   •   Winston-Salem, NC   •   27103-6984 USA
Attn: Dianne Willard, Administrative Director

Tel: 1.877.724.6360   •   Fax: 1.336.760.2981   •   wip@wipfoundation.org

The World Institute of Pain Foundation, Inc. is incorporated in the State of North Carolina USA, operates exclusively for charitable 

purposes, is exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and is organized as described 

in section 509(a)(3) of the Code as a Type I supporting organization of the World Institute of Pain.  Financial information about this 

organization and a copy of its license are available from the NC State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. The license 

is not an endorsement by the State. A copy of all charitable solicitation licenses as well as IRS Form 1023 and Form 990 are  

available upon request to the Administrative Director of the Foundation.
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